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REPORT 



FROiii THE 



Lords Committees, ,. 

Af P O I NT ED. 

To infpcfl: intothc State of thq Pubi 

lickOmces of Record in this Kingdom^ aiia 
in what Manner and Place ihe fame are 

* now kept: \Madc'by the Lord Bifjiop of 

' ierns and L$i^ii$^^ ih^ ^c<^ ^o h^^'hi^ 
HovsBj On Triidj th^ ^oth of KoiJimhtr^ . 
1/39 : Which by Order of the H 9 us'b of 
L 6 R D Sj lyas laid before his. G R A C,^ the 

^ tord L I B u T s N A N TV together with His 

' GRACE'S AnCwerth^^euhto. 



> PttMHte» ft| gy inrttg^ ^l:l^^ 




DUBLIN; 

PriocedbyGEORGE GRiERSON^Prioter 
CO the King's Moft Excellcnc Majefty> ac the 
Xinr'sArmsuid'Iiv^ Bihies in EJf^X'fimf. 

MDCCXU 
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D« Aiercurii %6. DUMartij^ l7i|o* 

go>^ ' ' ■ . /"\ ^ 

otftrcdby thtLt)>ds Spiritual and^Trm- 
poralinParliainencafltinbled* That the Re- 
port made by 9icLir<6 tomlnhtfees appointed 
to infcqfkrintp tibcStMfi ofitfMj. PuWict 0%cs 4^ 
F^ctofd-in this Kingdom; and in whaf T^anndr 







y%Y Vi rmtf of i^fiVfeff gftin g Or<>fer^ I do appoint 
3J deJrgi GrUrfoHy Sis Majcfty*$ Printer, to 
Print the iaid V^ort and AoAwer, and forbid 
any other Pcrfonr»JPnht dbiliame. 

£» t^PinKi Cler. Parltamcntor. 
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REPORT 

FR O M 

Tbe.IjORps, Committers appoint- 

liclc Offices of Record in this;. King- 
doqi) apd ia whatManner and VlaQc 
.. t)^{aip^^^;npw,kepp: Made Ip^jr^tl^Q 
Lord Bifliop of Ferns and Leigbliff^ 
and agreed to by the Houfe on JFriHay 

the locfa of iV^<»6^ t7$P" WUch 
b]f the Orqeroft^i;; Hoike of L^ 

Wf)s Iai4 ^^^f>k^ ) 1^' P i^ A. c s « -ti^ 
XJojALif^Ht^nvip^ togetdber witb^lifiis 
. GsiAC]^> AnCwer.thereunto. 

Mr^e I^^Q^iMillMes^lhdQgiit 

ft;: TJiflyg©sWi»rbctiiiq!iw»i^lb 

Pi^Lafipalofthein. 

A* Their 



. v(4) 

. . •: Their Lordfliips adjourned flrft; to 
^^ the KoWsO&ccxnthc Kings-Inns I in 
which are kept, the Enrolments of all 
Grants^and Charters of the Crown,thc 
^Original Aftsof Parlkthent,thePlcad- 
• ings ai;)d Decrees of the High-Gourt 
of Chancery^ and feveral other very 
valuable Records. Thefe Records they 
think to be of the laft Confcquence, 
both to the Property and Liberties of 
the Nation. They could not there- 
fore, without the utmoft Concern, fee 
them lodged in a Place, fo exppfedto 
Accidents, Which may utterly deftroy 
them. 



* I 



^ The Lords Committees, found the 
whole Building of ihb /WJ, in a de- 
cayed arid ruindus Cohdirionj and the 
^Floors arid Cidings-of the Roont,yb^re 
the Rolls are fct^t,' '^and of aiiotKer 
Room, called the Pleading-Office^tup^ 
ported by Props. Arid 'the *Clerfc at- 
liending, inform'cS 'their LotdMpi^ 
Tbav^lpme Tinft dgd? Ihe Surv<§or- 
.Geoerai, or PeHbns coWployM by bkn, 
x6i(samiQC thisPan of ifhe Building, 

- •' ' ". found 



(r) . 

foirnd the Timber of it in many Places 
decayed, and the Ends of the $eams 
rotten, and Itarted from the Walls ; 
and the Whole in fo dangerous a 
Condition, as to make thele Props 
abfolutcly Neceflary, to prevent the 
Fall of the Floors. If any of the 
Prop^ ihpuld fail, or if a Defed in 
the Timber (hould have pafs'd utir 
obferveds their Lord(hips think, there 
is great Reafon to apprehend, that 
all the Records of this Office, would 
be buried in Rubbifh, and many of 
them dicftroyed, or irretrievably de- 
faced. 



Lords Committees found, fe- 
deral Rooms, in two Sides of the 
Building, inhabited by very low. 
poor people, tn thefe Rooms there 
are many Fire*places, the Hearths 
of Which are narrow and broken^ 
and fome of them are raifed above 
the Floor. There are aUo thin Deal- 
partitions, Straw-beds, and other com* 
buftible Stuff. If through tlije Care- 
lelTnefs or Villariy of thele Peonle, ^ 
Fire /hould break out in any ot their 

J\ ^ Chambers I 



Chambers }«ts. there 1!^ a Cof^muni*; 
Cation between them, arid the uftcc 
t^here the Rolls ind Pleadings arc 
lodged, their Lbrdlhips think; they 
tirould tun al manifeft Hazard. oJF .5c- 
injg buniM to the Ground j And 'thik 
Hazard they af^jprehcnd to be th^' 
greater, becaufe thefc Jnns arc re- 
puted ,a pfiyilegcd Place, thb' in 
Realty they are not j Ana the Inha- 
bitants of ift^fc' Rooms, arc eeiicral- 
\y fuch, as Drilnkerihefs, and otiier 
Vices, have made ' Neceffitous, !wrK(>' 

fly thither' for Sanduary from a Goal. 
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Besides this Danger from within, 
the Lords Committees obfervcd^'^fais 
Building to be very much expored to 
tht' Hazard oi^ire^ frofn the Hoiifes 
a^a Vatds adjoy n?ng ; and thfeir Lord- 
fhips were informed, that within a. 
ffcw Years, twcr Fires have brokeri.out 

▼cry near it. 

/. . . » 

T*HE firft happened about Twplvc 
Years ago, in an Hdufc then inhabit- 
tdby the Lady Dunft". The Hbufc was' 
fcurn'd to the Grbutnd^ iand the Im[ 



(70 » 

^tore {iraferiicd^ by lilb^^g op H 
Stack of ^ doTctS) the tiemaito of 
^trhich^ ihew the clofe Communica- 
•km 'ttteyr iuBd' wicb ikeai :l Bm, «this 
.Houfc faonrtttg I never bicA He-bark, 
thori nmt prefect od Danger from 
this Qouiier; 



/ « 



This oiiierFiTe>ha$ppeiicd: 
aiicT; It be^' ih^rGbtr^i^^terr|>^ 
i>umVl\foifie H'poikdimi^Qk wiaf>& 
inyhfd the UmAf'i Add betwbetf the 
i^rei al)d tbe^Rdlls: Office^ there : w« 
x»fly (ond Rniom^ >cul|e(l' the Rolft 
Chaip^ritoTthnberofvi^ lid^ 
ai GonimuniettiQffi («9ikhftb^ ^3 the 
(Gtflke. llkitf Gievk* ^axwtidlii^i a- 

the Office was thought to be at^'Clm 
Time in fo great Danger, that the 
Maflfenbf tlie^llo')|sVihad«adecBillIne- 
jodfkry PftfpaJbatnms^icf r vffil6M^gt(£b 
xRcri:wd^r£cR^by^@0'D'i gchd Rri^ 
•vidtoiiey^tfaQ PirrhMft 'ei»iAgftil}»ddr, 
tand^tbcy* werea^idboiili7Uftie|ntfi^ 
3cd, itt ^Ifrohmb^ Ffatbeg^ a^frdm^ 
^^ar^'Urnbli^^Coolii^oA wiii^ ^^ 
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precipiute Removal ' of tbem^ muft 

necefljirily fiaye pccafioned^ 

• # • 

, The Lords .Gomviittees obferv^d 
new Hdufes built on the fame Ground, 
and as near the Inns as thofe lately 
burned: They therefore think, that 
the Hazard of Fire from that Quar- 
ter continues. Their Lordlhips alfo 
obferved, that the North-fide of this 
Building, almoft joyro TUl^Lanej a 
^cry dofe Part of the City, where 
there are Publick Inns, and large 
5tackar of Hay : O^e of which they 
ttook Notice of^ clofe to an old Wall 
of the Inm^ and appearing above ic. 
The.bare mention of this Situatioi^ 
is fofliciefnt to point out the Danger 
'Oliti. . ' . 

» • r * . 

^ F&oM the i&VijgV/w^, the LoYds 
^ommittees^ proceeded to iaAMcft 
the other 0^ces>of Record, which 
tbc^ thought to/be^of grcateft Con- 
^uence to die Nations And fonu: 
of them» ihey found in the clqfeft 
Parts of th(p City, and in Lanes fb 
very narrow, thyat their Coaches 

could 



could. not /gist into theqjt; Tfaus ^ 
Situation, <. tneir Lordfliips think 
to be extreamly inconvenient ^ be« 
caafe in Cafe of a Fire, there is not 
Room either for Men to work, or 
Engines to play, to extinguish ic 
And all Attempts to remove the Re« 
cords,, would probabW, for the fame 
Reafon, prove ineffeftual* 

T»B Kifigs^3imbO&QtlsiTiSebooU (jl 
bfmfe^lMiy one of narroweft in the 
City of 'Dubliny the Clerk infbrm'd 
the Lords . Committees^ that about 
two Years age, a Fire broke out 
very near the Office, which gave 
them a great Alarm: And there is 
now an old Cage-workhoufe, lyith- 
iii.fo toall a Diftance, as to make 
it's Situation very Dangerous. 

Ih this Office, are kept feveral 
Outlawries and Attainders $ thofe par- 
ticularly of tafiftsy on Account of 
the Rebellions in 1641, and 1688. 
If thefeihould be burn'd, the Lords 
Committees fear, that the Pr^uftoHt 
FojOefibrs, would, at beft, be exposed 

to 



«o vexatiMtftLaw SahB, toDstinid 
m4 £iteNiBi tteirllSfties do laas^ 



i?lf«% Jim in Offige ia WWii i<iip9r< *>^ 
jfllr»r/c An«dd<3age-«ora^^ oow* 
to Ak4h<mfe, yoym lii ton Hme Ssfe^ 
and the Beaan^oJFthc Houfe «n,;tlk 
other, are lodged in the Walls of the 
O&st. :Atxiiobaoklriii9C.iS3:Sard 
«f. about TtfU'cf^cM Sfiiare$ ^tttivrii' 
fiutrounded with 'Hcmiei«<ih!(any of 
whfish,' :0C in< tiee Oiice itMb^ if ^a 
Fke tbouid inasik oifft, : it neulild fee 
fcaire poffible, xb ufe proper Meam 
U> fcefeme either Ht>ufe» or fteooMbi 



. .AN«viiBR.Qflice bebii^figtoHhe 
fame Qomt, that tif the Keepcp' of 
the Writs and Chyrographcr, is kept 
ki£ride^Myin theD^eHifig-hilufe 
cf theiOf&cer^ wh&ob,2Ciio^iim^ 
ivhai: Jbener fituated, thaini^ tfaofe Jaft 
jneotidned^che Lords Gcnntimtocs;*d* 
soc ibinb, xo be asiecum> itam GiBd, 
«L.an Office of fuchr Cotifirmbiice >t0 
che ^^lDper^ jof .th^ whole cKiitgdoJik 
' ought 



ed their %of»dfliips/That; byA Fdrp 
which t>rbl^ out vcfy near it ibmc 
Years ago, the Office wasj in lb much 
Danger, that he had all Things in 
l^Cdttk^^f^f ^moyijdg the fi^ccovds. 

'iN'tliis. C>0icci^ arc the^Writs of 
Goir^oJit^^ahd other I^cord^ cclatr 
ing 4K) all Fines levied ^ 'And in xbc 
Prdthondtarj^^s Ofiiqe^ the IEIqIJs oJF 
all common * Recoveries YufFcroc^ iH 
this Kingdom: And, as Fines am) 
common Recoveries, are the liTua) 
Support, ot Settlementsi, a^nd Convey- 
ances : If cither of thefo Offices i(houi4 
be burned, the Lords Committees are 
very ap^rehenfive^. That many Pur- 
chafers, for the higheil Coi^Ciderati"; 
ons, would be in Ui^qgex of }p&9^ 
ihciT Eftates. 

« 

*Tte[E Pleas Office of the Court of 
Exchequer is in CaJUcrftreit^ where 
the Breadth of the Strcer, makps thq 
Situation^ in pne RefpcA, lefs inpon-, 
Venierit. But Houfcs joyn -th? Office; 
on both Sides a aadon one Side, theffi^ 

arc 



• • • 

arc fom^of Cage- work near it : On 
which Accounts, the LoVds Com- 
mittes, think it too much expos*d^ to 
Accidents from Fire. 

(n this Office, and thofe of the 
King^S'Bencb and CommonrPkas^ are 
the Titles, of almbft all the Judg* 
ment Creditors: The Lords Com- 
mittees, beg leave to obferve^ to Yotir 
Lordfhips, that, judgments being one 
of the common Securities of this 
Kingdom, the Deftru&ion of the Re. 
cords of any one of thefe Offices,wouId 
leave a Multitude of Creditors en- 
tirely at the Mercy of their Debtors. 

The Office of the Chief Remem- 
brancer of the Court of Exchequer^ in 
which feveral Inquilitions concern- 
ing Lands which belonged to Ouc- 
iaw'd and Attainted Perfons, and all 
the Decrees, and other Proceedings 
in the Equity-fide of that Court, arc 
ktipt^WitiKtmudy^S'-lane. At the Back, 
a(id on one Side, the Houfe Hands 
open J but on the other, it joyns the 
Buildings of the Lane, which are fo 

clofe. 
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^lofc, and the Lane is fp extreaibly 
harrow, chat fliould a Fire break out^ 
in any one Houfe, it woula probabn 
ly extend itfclf to them all. 

The Lords Committees, are unwil« 
ling to take up more of Your Lord^ 
(hips Time, with particular Remarks 
on other Offices. But they beg leave 
to inform Your Lordmips, . that 
except the Offices belongii^ to > 
Parliament, the Council and R^i« [ 
ftry Offices, and fome others, which 
are kept within the Precinds of the \ 
Caftle of DifMVr, they have not found ! 
one, the Situation of whieh, is in ^ 
their Opinion) fafe and commodious. 
And their Lord(hips fee this with the 
more Uneafinefs) oecaufe this King? 
dom, has already in^ne Inftance, felt: 
the Evil,' which there is fp great 
Re^fon to fealr in others. The Da« 
niige fuftlined by the Fire^ which 
fome Years ago confuinckl theCouh* 
cil-Office, can never be Repaired* 

The Lords Committees think it 
\htir Duty, upon this Occafion, to 

obfcrve 



«l%t« t6 Itottr t6reUh70s» iThat all 
ttb :C)flkcs, fciccpt thofe of Parlia- 
fa ctx t, iUc Rolh, and 'thofe in the 
Caftle of i)Uhlin^ are kept in pHvate 
Houfes, hired by the Officers j by 
trfticK MeinSjPUDlick Kecords^which 
c?ohc6rq tht Property of the whole 
Kihsdom, are lyable to be Di({rain; 
eA for Reiit : And uppn the Deat^ 
of the Officers, thcy^bft ^for a Tinoic 
be tntfwly in the Power of their 
«tifsoirfii(ictirorj^ ^ho,lhouW they 
proVc'Gwfupt or X^cgligentj might, 
in a fivt Hoars, defti% q^Miiltitudp 
bf^ditili. 

» 

TA)s^r tordniips l>eg )eave co add 
JrhB thortr ObfcirlitiQn j Tliaf theft 
O^ee^ jlit (lii[)7ers'*d- thro* die rcveral 

CfiiiA !t^ 6b very idbohvenitnt, boui 
to tbid' luitori- M'the Pn/^itu>i)ei« 

to-tli^ Cptattj,, : ; , 






^ 



Lie Veneris 14. DieDecemMj^ i73A# 

The Lord Chancellor accjuaintcd 
the Houfe, That in Obedience to 
their Lordfliips Order of the ^oth of 
November laft, He attended His Grace 
the Lord Lieutenant, with the Re* 

{)ort agreed to by this Houfe, in Rel- 
ation to the Publick Offices of Re« 
cord, and His *Grace was pleafed to 
give this Anfwer^ 

I Am yeryfenjibk of what Import ame 
the Prefirvation of the Publick Jie* 
cords is to this Kingdom^ andfballfortb^ 
with lay tbis Report before His Majefty. 
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